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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To increase the 
switching speed of a interferometric 
- m modulation (IMOD) device and to represent gradations 
without increasing the number of pixels. 



U " SOLUTION: A movable membrane 201 constituting 

00 one pixel is supported on a substrate (not illustrate) 

by a prop 202. The movable membrane 201 is divided 
into four movable submembranes 211 to 214. The 
movable submembrane 211 has only its peripheral 
"N^ part supported by the prop 202. The movable 

submembrane 212 has its center part supported by 
one prop 202. Similarly, the movable submembranes 
213 and 214 have their center parts supported by two 
and four props 202, respectively. The movable 
membrane is more easily bent as the interval between the supporting props become wider, so 
the movable submembrane 211 is most easily bent and the movable submembrane 214 is most 
hardly bent. 
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